Complications of total elbow arthroplasty.
Modifications in implant design and improvements in surgical technique have expanded the applications of total elbow arthroplasty. Complications associated with reconstructive elbow surgery persist, however, often leading to profound and sometimes nonsalvageable disability. The most recognized complications include implant loosening, periprosthetic fracture, implant failure, infection, triceps insufficiency, and nerve palsy. Although far fewer elbow arthroplasties than lower extremity arthroplasties are performed, the proportion of complications is greater with elbow arthroplasty, and the outcomes of secondary reconstruction are less favorable.